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CPA Firm Celebrates 15 Years in Long Beach
The Long Beach office of Holthouse Carlin & Van Trigt LLP (HCVT), the largest CPA firm
headquartered in Southern California is celebrating its 15 year anniversary in Long Beach.
HCVT was established in 1991 in West Los Angeles and today the firm has six Southern
California offices, including Westlake Village, Long Beach, Pasadena, Irvine and Encino. The
firm has 24 partners and a total headcount of over 250 employees.
The Long Beach office was opened in August 1993 in the Keesal, Young & Logan/Union Bank
Tower at 400 Oceangate, and recently celebrated the office’s 15th anniversary, as well as the
15th anniversaries of founding employees, Administrative Assistant, Charie Baker and Tax
Partner, Blake Christian. Blake gives Charie high marks for her two decades of HCVT service:
“Charie was the second employee to join when we announced the opening of the Long Beach
office. I also worked with Charie for over three years at KPMG; therefore, her dedicated service
and contributions to the firm have been critical to our growth and quality control.”
HCVT opened their original office in the 400 Oceangate building. “We have had an excellent
relationship with Skip Keesal, Bob Stemler and the other KYL partners for over two decades, so
it was a natural to start our Long Beach office in their building”, according to Blake. “HCVT is
very proud of our long-term relationship with Long Beach, which has been very symbiotic. We
have seen very significant positive changes within both the business community and the general
community as a whole during our time here. The current low-tax structure in Long Beach from:
a state income tax (thanks to the valuable state Enterprise Zone program), property tax and city
license tax perspective add to the attractiveness of Long Beach. We value being part of the
Long Beach community and look forward to maintaining a strong, vibrant and business-friendly
environment.”
Blake sees a bright future for both HCVT and the city of Long Beach in years to come. “We
have seen our Long Beach office grow to three partners and over 40 total employees over this
period and our client base continues to grow at a very rapid pace on both the tax and audit side.
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The diversity of businesses in Long Beach, including tourism, service businesses, and the
growing port-related “green technologies” industries, bodes very well for our future growth.”
HCVT is the largest CPA firm headquartered in Southern California. HCVT has been named as
one of the “Best Managed CPA Firms in the U.S.” for the past two years by Inside Public
Accounting, one of the “Fastest Growing Private Companies in Los Angeles” by the Los Angeles
Business Journal and one of the fastest growing CPA firms in the country.
HCVT is also associated with the North American region of Moore Stephens International
Limited. HCVT can connect clients and business associates with knowledgeable professionals
in more than 90 countries.

This association gives HCVT clients access to people who

understand what businesses are trying to accomplish and who can help develop successful
strategies.
Blake Christian, CPA, MBT is a Tax Partner in the Long Beach office of HCVT LLP,
Chairman of the Long Beach Chamber of Commerce and is also Co-Founder of National
Tax Credit Group, LLC, a Long Beach-based software development firm focused on
location based federal and state tax incentives. Blake can be reached at 562-216-1800 or
blakec@hcvt.com. Additional HCVT information can be obtained at www.hcvt.com.
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